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In approaching the subject of relations between the 
churches and labor, I am assuming that your other speakers 
will deal with today’s burning issues. In order not to 
duplicate their messages, I have chosen to devote my limited 
time. to introductory material, which I am sure will be 
new to many of you. 

American people generally, including most clergymen, 
have only recently become aware of the militant trade-union 
movement, impinged upon our national consciousness for a 
mere dozen years or so. Yet unions are older than history, 
going back into the dim ages before the beginning of records. 
Let me-offer an example: 

_ “On the 10th of the month builders at work on the 
temple rushed out and sat down behind the chapel exclaim- 
ing, ‘We are hungry, and there are yet 18 days before -the 
next payday.’ They would not work until the king agreed 
to hear their complaints. Two days later, Pharaoh went 
to the temple and ordered relief given to the masons, but 
on the 16th day they struck again. On the 19th day they 
broke loose and raised a mob at the governor’s palace 
and finally got their demands.” 

_ This decipher and translation by G. Maspero, an Egyptol- 
‘ogist, covers an incident of some 3,000 years ago, in 


1100 BC. Tens of thousands of picture writings, hiero-— 


glyphics, tablets, relics, papyri and other documents 

unearthed in the past century in all the lands of the 

ancients, including those beyond the pale of Rome, attest 
the eternal struggle of workers for justice. 


in Egypt; by the Jiis Coéundi of Solon in Athens; 
mperor Numa Pompilius in Rome about 600 BC, 
hose direction the right of workers to organize 
cribed on the celebrated Twelve Tables. I might 
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ality of the times. First of note in this period was the — 
armed resistance of Veriathus, a shepherd of Lusitani 


In fact, they practiced it so well in pre-consular Rome 
that there was a period—379 to 373 B.C., known as the 
solitudo magistratum—when the patrician class was unable 
to elect a senate at all, the plebeians holding all elective offices. 

The small but immensely powerful upper crust of Roman 
society, the gens families and optimate class which lived 
on the labor of others, could not stomach such rising democ- 
racy, and soon produced one of history’s greatest fiends— 
Appius Claudius—who conceived the Roman conquests to 
strengthen the ruling class. The unions, alas, were lulled 
to sleep with promises of unlimited work for the state, mak- 
ing armaments. Fighting wars was then considered fit only 
for the noble, workers being too tainted to die gloriously 
in battle. Would that it were still so. 

The conquests opened. Cities and nations were levelled 
by Roman legions, and slaves by countless thousands shipped 
back to Rome. Whole countries ran with the blood of inno- 
cents, while lands were handed over to Roman generals and 
scions of the gens families. Our histories still refer to this 
as glory. It fills our textbooks, while virtually all records of 
the everyday, the lowly people have been expunged. 

This slavocracy extended the power, wealth and degeneracy 
of the Roman upper classes, and established a philosophy of 
brutality unknown in earlier times, although exceeded since 


Any vestige of a true Roman economic system was smoth- 


ered in the endless shipments of slaves, while home lands 


which had been free in the past were taken from family 
farmers of generations and added to the loot of the wealthy. | 
In the two centuries prior to the birth of Jesus, there were 
many great uprisings, strikes of the unions, slaves and freed- == 
men, against the inhuman degradations suffered at the hands 
of the optimate classes who controlled the state and the = 


military. — 


of the common people were the sole drive against the beasti- : 


Spain, in 149 B.C. For twenty years this worker led tho 


_ sands of followers—farmers, slaves, workers, freedmen—and — 
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But within ten years another Servile War was opened by 
the new occupants of Sicilian prisons, dungeons, underground 
factories and slave-farms—this time under the leadership of 
Athenion and Cleon, the former born also in Apamea, which 
later was the birthplace of Paul the Apostle. The people, 
under Athenion, were again put down, the survivors hunted 
like beasts, and thousands spiked to crosses along the high- 
ways to Rome. 

In 130 B.C. there was another great uprising under Aris- 
tonicus in Pergamus, not far from Palestine. The greatest 
of all was yet to come, and in 74 B.C., a Thracian shepherd 
who had been captured, enslaved, and forced to become a 
gladiator in the pits rose against the degenerate Roman 
state. This was the celebrated Spartacus. Behind him, the 
dispossessed and hungry and miserable and oppressed rallied 
by scores of thousands in a monstrous strike against Rome. 

The first aim of Spartacus was merely to escape from 
Italy. But, as campaign after campaign was fought and 
won, as huge consular armies of the ruling classes were out- 
generalled and defeated by the Spartacan forces, which 
swelled to 300,000 soldiers, the cause became greater than 
mere escape. 

In four years, some ten major campaigns were fought up 
and down the Italian peninsula, and in the end the great 
Spartacus was killed in an unwise assault following ‘disrup- 
tion in the ranks of his commanders. In this last great battle 
for freedom, 60,000 of the people’s forces were slain, and 
the Appian Way became a long lane of bloody crucifixes. 

We are now near the dawn of the Advent, and I have 
tried to give you something of the political picture of the 
times. Through the centuries the people had built and 
maintained their unions with the greatest of sacrifices, oppos- 
ing Rome and the Caesars whom corrupted history brings 
to us in heroic mold. Prior to the birth of Jesus the entire 
fight for democracy, justice, freedom, decency, for anything 
and everything wholesome, for the right to legally marry 
and: raise families instead of living like beasts, was carried 
on through the unions in every state of proconsular Rome. 

Following the. defeat of Spartacus, Rome suppressed the 
unions in 58 B.C., after centuries of legal trade-unionism. 
The organizations went underground, but the deathless 
yearning for freedom continued. Into this cauldron of 
struggling humanity, with the corrupt of Rome astride the 
known lands of the world, Jesus was born, and worked 
among men. 

Now—here is the point of this fragment of true history. 
Jesus demanded social equality and democracy, as the unions 
had been demanding for hundreds of years. Where else 
could the aspirations of Jesus—a working class, not a 
Sandhedrin Jew—find listeners, save among the ranks of 
the oppressed? Where else could the apostles find friends 


the past century, but censored from the eyes 
le scovery, reveals the fact that 


istory, established through excavation and re. _ next speakers will do just that. I 
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But such precise records were entirely missing from the 
ruins explored by our archeologists covering the period 
following the infamous massacres of Diocletian in 303 A.D. 
For in that fateful year the active, progressive sections 
of the population of Rome, and all its possessions and 
subject lands, were set upon simultaneously and massacred 
in one of history’s most infamous butcheries. 

The ultimate nail was driven into the coffin of early 
progress by the Emperor Constantine at the Nicene Council 
in 325 AD., at which the right of people to combine 
and organize was done away with in finality. No excava- 
tions covering the centuries after this have revealed any 
union records. The uninterrupted written history of the 
unions stops abruptly, confirming the extent of the crimes 
of Diocletian. i 

Constantine, who signed the death warrant of the free 
trade-unions, also sounded the death-knell of Rome itself, 
and opened the door to the long, dismal, ignorant middle- 
ages and the backward march of feudalism. Likewise, he 
it was who perverted the original democratic concepts of 
Jesus the organizer into priest-power and despotism—who 
unlimbered that ecclesiastical machinery which through cen- 
turies built great churches but lost the common touch. 

So much for history. The source material for all this — 
was a monumental work entitled “The Ancient Lowly” com- 
piled by an American, sometime employed by the U. S. — 
Bureau of Labor in a seemingly more honest intellectual 
period. He lived from 1831 to 1902, and published this 
thoroughly documented work in two volumes, the last in © 
1900. I commend him to you—Osborne Ward. 7 

I have tried to show that if there is any group which 
should seek to understand and support the trade-union moye- 
ment of today, it is the democratic churches. Every effort — 
has been made in recent times to divorcee the unions and 
their members from all society and hold them up as veritable | 
creations of the devil. The thinking members of the more 
progressive churches of the 20th century are aware of this 
resurgence of Caesarism. = 

Not all past labor movements have invited church sup- 
port, choosing a narrow outlook, interested in limited finan- 
cial gains while not seeing the need for establishing a broad 
‘people’s movement embracing the churches, labor, family- 
type farmers, professionals, housewives and all everyday 
people. This cannot be said of the CIO, whose aims today 
parallel the aims of decent thinking citizens everywhere. 

Too often in the past, some churches have been concerned 
only with serving the well-to-do, with the status quo, with — 
their position as an ecclesiastical machine rather than as an _ 
humble religion. Even today, we hear a call for a new holy — 
war. And there are no holy wars, only murderous ones. — 
The paramount issue of today is continued but more demo- 
eratic peace, so that the people of our country and of other — 
countries may live in genuine freedom, rebuild the torn — 
earth, and prosper. : efits 

_ The unthinkable next war, now being blueprinted and san 
tified as holy and in the name of Christ, must be resisted a 


"prevented by the progressive people in unions, and the pr 


gressive people in the churches of all denominations. 
This is a common aim we must share and fight 
the days and months and possibly years ahead. I 
that I have not the time to erystallize do LL 
issues, in which we surely see eye-to-eye; 


attention. 


value to you today, and I sincerel 


Methodism and the Ancient Bondage 


Fganxuin H.. Litrent, B.D., Pu.D.* 


In the Report of Commission IV of the World Missionary 
Conference (Edinburgh, 1910) there is a striking passage 
on the relation of Christianity to the faith of the Moslems: 


se . it remains tragically true that had the Church 
of Syria been faithful to its Master the reproach of 
Islam had never lain upon Christendom. The thought 
has sombre consequences. It may be that in the Africa, 
the China, and the India of to-day new religions are 
maturing which in like manner will be ‘anti-Christian’, 
and stand in future centuries as a barrier in the way 
of winning the world.” 


Upon reflection, and guided by the self-examination which 
four decades of War-Boom-Depression-War have taught us, 


it strikes home that precisely that happened which was 


devil also builds a chapel. 


aye 


warned against. But the demonic upthrust came not in 
Africa or China or India: it arose in Europe itself! In the 
shock of realization we may well ask ourselves wherein was 
the apostasy of the West, in what was “Christendom” so 
remiss that when the new religion matured it came at the 
center of the Christian world rather than at the periphery 
and among the “younger churches” which evidently worried 
the Commission. 

There is small comfort in the phrase which the men of 
the Reformation used in explaining 16th century heresy and 
militant unbelief: that where God raises up a Church the 
Nor can refuge be taken in an 
economic interpretation of events, for National Socialism 
was—as Karl Barth so clearly defined it—a new and “anti- 
Christian” religion in precisely the sense implied above. 
Barth declared that 

“. . . it is impossible to understand National Socialism 
unless we see it in fact as a new Islam, its myth as a 
new Allah, and Hitler as this new Allah’s prophet.” 
Speaking to those who advised that Christians should be 
neutral in a “political” struggle, he said at another time: 
“In the need and task of our time there are no out- 

siders and non-participants. There may be many who 
think themselves such, but none are so in reality.” 


The definitive statements of the Confessional churchmen 


and other Christian resistance groups are solidly theological, 
and provided an opposition more fundamental and more 
- tenacious than-any of the vaunted liberal social institutions. 


_ to be repeated here. 


The remarks of Albert Einstein to this effeet are too familiar 
When the Barmen Convention faced 


the prospect of the enforcement of the Niirnberg laws 


t 


HNMR Arron 


fas 


within the Church it spoke with a magnificent courage: 


“This so-called national synod of Berlin and its deci- 
sions and deliberations are all invalid according to 
principles of ecclesiastical law. Whosoever complies is 
(therefore) breaking the constitution and violating the 
laws of the church. : = 
The Reich government despises the fundamentals of 
law and justice. . . . It is devoid of the brotherly love 


made obligatory by the Holy Scriptures. Therefore it 


 forsakes the fundamentals of the Reformation church 
built upon the gospel. . . . He who consciously breaks 


vs which it is his personal duty to defend has fore- 


to expect obedience. 


gone the 
ss, this church g 
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overnment is disobedience . 


ughout, Ger- 


ringing re-call to essential brotherhood and Christian fra- 
ternity still hanging in the air, the assembly arose and sang 
in thrilling verses: 


“A Mighty Fortress is our God, 
A bulwark never failing; 

Our Helper He, amid the flood 
Of mortal ills prevailing. . . .” 


Luther’s great hymn became the battle song of the living 
Church in Kurope. Under German occupation, the doctrinal 
integrity of churches in the Netherlands and in Norway also 
asserted itself. A Dutch Pastoral of Eight Articles was 
circulated in autumn of 1943, and it ran along Biblical lines: 


“The first and decisive thing which has to be said 
about the relationship between the Christian faith and 
National Socialism is this: National Socialism confesses 
a god other than the God of the Holy Scriptures; it 
seeks a salvation other than the Salvation through Jesus 
Christ, and it takes practical form in a life of faith 
which is the absolute opposite of the life born from 
faith in Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit.” 


Significantly, the 8th Article deals with questions of Church 
discipline—refusing communion and church marriage to 
members of the Dutch Nazi party, refusing Christian burial 
to those who enlisted and died fighting for the German army 
in Russia, dealing with the spiritual life of the congrega- 
tions in loving care and wise admonition. In Norway, an 
effective boycott of Nazi radio and newspapers was main- 
tained by Christians. The few Quisling pastors faced 
ostracism and empty pews, and the true pastors (a large 
majority) resigned from governmental connection rather 
than submit. A substantial support was raised by voluntary 
subscription. Giving due credit to those who did resist, 
we must yet raise the initial question: Why, when a new and 
dynamic “anti-Christian” religion arose, did it come in the 
ancient centers of Christendom—in the shadow of St. 
Peter’s, and in the land where the glorious standard of 
the Reformation was raised? 

The difficulty with which the resisting minority main- 
tained itself will give us some clue to an answer. It was 
only at great cost and by a major operation that the Con- 
fessional Church Movement was able to retain its spiritual 
integrity. It attained mobility by adopting, for the time, 
a pattern of voluntary religious association. For the major 
Protestant branches on the Continent are establishments, 
having carried over bodily the medieval parish pattern after 
the break from Rome. Although open persecution of dis- 
senting minorities had been largely abandoned by the end 
of the 18th century, the implied coercion has remained. The 
pattern of the establishment has meant, in the words 
Dr. Bates, that the Concept of the Church 


“| . comprehended the entire population of a parish — . oe 
erritory, implied infant baptism and coordina- 


or 0 
tion with the state system, and tended either toward — 
a rigid absolutism of doctrine and authority . .. or 


= ~ toward a latitudinarian dilution.” 


It was a continuation of the use of coercion as a method 


sof members __ 


= 
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Constantine the church made an alliance with political 
power which has never been completely dissolved.” 


In his 1909 Bampton Lectures, Hobhouse took a similar 
attitude to the “Constantinian” pattern of state/church or 
land /church : 


“Tong ago I came to believe that the great change in 
the relation between the Church and the World which 
began with the conversion of Constantine is not only 
the decisive turning-point in Chureh History, but is 
also the key to many of the practical difficulties of the 
present day; and the Chureh of the future is destined 
more and more to return to a condition of things sonie- 
what like that which prevailed in the Ante-Nicene 
Church; that is to say, that instead of pretending to be 
eo-extensive with the World, it will confess itself the 
church of a minority, will accept a position involving 
a more conscious antagonism with the World, and will, in 
return, regain in some measure its former coherence.” 


Whether or not we glorify the vision of a Golden Age of 
Christianity before “the Fall” with Constantine, and hope 
for a Restitution of that early heroic vigor—and, frankly, 
the mythology of Fall and Restitution is probably as sound 
historically as the mythology of Apostolic Suecession—still 
it grows increasingly evident that the State/Church con- 
nection exacts a heavy toll from Christian life and striking 
power. 

Not only does the Church have difficulty in maintaining 
theological integrity when tied to the political arm, but it 
largely lacks ethical discipline and missionary world-view. 
As Hugh Vernon White has put it, the result of the coercive 
pattern is a “baptized paganism.” 


“Promoting at best a minimum of outward conformity, 
force tends inevitably to the destruction of the spiritual 
reality of Christian faith and life.” 


The price of nominal and externally enforced religious sub- 
mission is practical unbelief. The Roman Catholic policy 
and doctrine has remained substantially unchanged since the 
Middle Ages. Cardinal Lavitrano of Palermo once reported 
in a pastoral letter that 


«, . 66 per cent of the Italians do not hear mass on 
religious holidays, and only 12 per cent of the men 
receive communion at Easter.” 


Similar figures have been given for Latin America, also 
nominally “Catholic Christian.” The older parties of the 
Reformation have not, unfortunately, broken cleanly with 
the ancient pattern—a pattern which spawned outward ob- 
servance and inward indifference, and permitted the rise of 
a pagan faith which has in our time shaken “Christendom” 
to the core. The missionary record as well as social record 
of the churches proves the point: that free churches have a 
greater discipline, intensity, integrity of purpose, than the 
establishments can maintain. The current record of per- 


sonnel and finance going into the field clearly indicates that> 


the world expansion of our Christian faith is increasingly 
a function of the free churches. The map of Christianity 
shows markedly the signs of a faith less bound by national 
and racial lines than “Christendom” of the 16th century— 
both Roman Catholic and Protestant. In the words of our 
greatest missionary historian, Kenneth Scott LaTourette. 


“Protestantism is becoming more weighted on the left 
wing, radical phases of the movement, more ecumenical 
and less regional, more inclusive and less a sectarian 
division, and more varied and yet finding a compre- 
hensive unity which permits and even encourages 
diversity. : 

_ “From the radical wing come a majority of the mis- 
sionaries who are propagating Protestant Christianity. 
in other lands. This means that the world-wide Protes- 
tantism of the decades ahead is probably to depart 
further from the Christianity of pre-Reformation days 
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than has that of Western Europe and the British 
Isles. Presumably, the trend will be augmented as the 
‘younger churches’ in non-Occidental countries mount 
in strength.” 


Thus we find that, both in terms of ethical integrity and 
the Great Century of Christian expansion, the churches 
which have broken from political connection manifest a 
more vigorous Christian life. 

It has spleased God in the fullness of time to give the 
victory to those groups and churches which—sometimes by 
painful excision—have put their faith in the free preaching 
of the Evangel rather than in outward power. Unfortunately, 
and in spite of the issues raised by the war and occupation, 
most of the resisting groups are sinking back into their 
former easy relation to the State. In the Transtisza area, 
it is true, the Hungarian Reformed churches have voted to 
adopt a system of financing through voluntary contribu- 
tions, for the sake of “a free church in a free state.” 
And Martin Niemoller has recently been quoted in a striking 
opinion: 

“He said recently that he ‘was raised a Lutheran and 
did not realize that the traditional Lutheran theology 
regarding the state was wrong.’ 

“He now believes that the church must exercise 
strong influence on political life, as in England and 
the United States, where the church ‘acts as the con- 


science of the state’.” 


Nevertheless, the Confessional group in Germany is now 
tied in an uneasy alliance with the establishment. In Hol- 
land and Norway old ways are being resumed. Only in a 
few scattered places has basic change been effected. But 
the separation of Church and State, if not effected by wise 
Christian leaders, will come about through the political action 
of secular radicals. Only a frank adoption of a pattern of 
Religious Liberty can bring to pass the highly disciplined 
and mobile action which Europe needs of the churches. 

It is here that Germany’s need of the Methodist testimony 
is vividly evident. The mobility espoused by Methodism is 
not due to a minority status, but is thoroughly grounded in 
historic principles. We recall John Wesley’s own classical 
challenge to the old parish system: 


“You ask, ‘How is it that I assemble Christians who 
are none of my charge, to sing psalms, and hear the 
Seriptures expounded? And you think it hard to jus- 
tify doing this in other men’s parishes, upon catholic 
principles.’ Permit me to speak plainly. If, by catholic 
principles you mean any other than scriptural, they 
weigh nothing with me; I allow no other rule, whether 
of faith or practice, than the holy Scriptures: but, on 
seriptural principles, I do not think it hard to justify 
whatever I do. God in Scripture commands me, accord- 
ing to my power, to instruct the ignorant, reform the 
wicked, confirm the virtuous. Man forbids me to do this 
in another’s parish; that is, in effect, to do it at all; 
seeing I have now no parish of my own, nor probably 
ever shall. Whom then shall I hear, God or man? 
If it be just to obey man rather than God, judge you. 
A dispensation is committed to me; and woe is me if 
I preach not the Gospel.” 


In the address of the Bishops at the All-European Methodist. 


Conference, Copenhagen, 1939, the evangelical position was 


_ declared: 


“112,000 Methodists don’t seem very many, but they 
are handpicked. They are Methodists not in conse- 


quence of any decree of civil law. . . . These Methodists 


are members of the Methodist Church because each one 
has decided to join the Methodist Church by his own 
free will... . In each case membership in the Methodist 


Church is the result of personal self-determination; and 


they remain Methodists only as long as they choose to 
do so.and fulfill the duties of mer eghine —_ | 
(Continued on page 47) 
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Hearst on the side of the angels? 


A month or so ago an editorial appeared in the Christian 
Advocate commending a financial writer for the Hearst 
press for some remarks he had made on the increase in 
drinking and the swollen profits of thé distillers. The 
editorial expressed some surprise at finding a Hearst-man 
in the “dry” camp, but weleomed him to the side of 
righteousness. 

The tremendous increasing in drinking and the sky high 
profits of the liquor industry in these last few years are 
indeed matters of concern to all Christians; But what 
bothers us a little is that the Advocate editorial, in its 
acceptance of the Hearst brother, gave no indication that 
it was aware of any connection between the things the 
Hearst press stands for—the kind of an ordering of human 
society that the Hearst press seeks—and the fact that man- 
kind is becoming increasingly dependent on alcohol. There 
are many reasons why men drink to excess, but all of the 
experts agree that most of the reasons lie in the area of 
psychological and sociological tension—a tension to which 
the Hearst press and its colleagues in sensationalism have 
made contributions unmatched in the field of journalism. 
Slum dwelling—unemployment—war—racial discrimination 
—all the inevitable end-products of the kind of a dog-eat-dog 
economic and political order advocated by the Hearst press— 
these are the things that impel men to seek surcease in 
narcotization. 

This kind of argument is anathema to all the well- 
meaning but (to my mind) misguided brethren who prefer 
to see the aleohol problem in the traditional black and 
whites; the devilish rum-sellers, the sinful, drunken fathers, 
the abandoned, miserable wives and children. All of these 
are in the picture, but they are basically irrelevant. Men 
do not drink to enrich the distillers, to degrade themselves, 
or to impoverish their families. “Not through mere per- 
versity do men run after it,” says William James in his 
elassie “Varieties of Religions Experience,’ speaking of 
-aleohol. They drink to excess because of some inadequacy 


which is erased temporarily by alcohol; they drink because— 


as Jesus would have said—they are not “whole.” “The Glass 
Crutch” is the title of a recent book on aleoholism. No 
better title could be devised. 
The recently-issued statement of our Board of Temper- 
ance seeking a pledge from all delegates to the United 
Nations that they will “abstain from indulgence in all 
intoxicating liquors, especially vodka,” would seem to indi- 
eate that our “temperance” policy is now to be developed 
on an anti-Soviet basis. What other meaning can that 
_ “especially vodka” phrase possibly have? We are in favor 
of abstinence from alcohol on the part of the UN delegates, 
but if a choice had to be made between having the world’s 
. affairs run by the present delegates, vodka and all, and the 


Methodist Board of Temperance—well, it would not be an. 


easy choice. Such statements—as the publie press quickly 
- noted—make us look ridiculous. As for vodka, it is a 
potable distilled from potatoes and is considerably less power- 
ful than American gin. Somebody should tell the Board 
of Temperance these things. “Especially vodka,” indeed! 
What goose at 100 Maryland Ave. N.E. issued that state- 


ment? He should be immediately sentenced to three terms _ 


e Yale School of Alcoholic Studies. 


s fundamentalist and the non-religious psychiatrist 


on” or what you will. An 


ange in the life of the Sls 


ust take place, — 
the fatal 
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the aleohol problem demands a total solution ; here the SS 
l ndamentali _ Bisnop Lewis O. HARTMAN.... 


In this day of nuclear energy and rocket projectiles 
the whole human race is involved in a struggle for sur- 
vival. Each one of us is a part of that struggle; the gist 
of the problem is individual. It is the problem of being 
able to live with one another in the basic relationships 
of life; as husbands and wives, parents and children, 
employers and employees, white men and Negroes, 
Protestants, Catholics and Jews. Every unfair discrimi- 
nation a white man practices against a Negro in our 
community relationships; every nasty slur voiced by 
a Christian against a Jew; every expression of contempt 
against a whole nation; every act of discourtesy or preju- 
dice makes less possible the solution of mankind's gigantic 
problem. 


—Luther W. Youngdahl, Governor of Minnesota 


“But John Dewey never taught Sunday 
school in Kalash Junction.” 
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American Policy in China 
(A speech delivered at Evanston, December 31st) 


Herspert ABRAMS * 


Just about one year ago, a young U. 8. Marine pilot 
crash-landed his plane on the Shantung peninsula a few 
miles north of where I was stationed in Tsingtao. The 
peasants who rescued the pilot took him to the local head- 
quarters of the Communist government. The Chinese Com- 
munists, though blockaded in their rural areas without radio, 
without moving pictures, without modern newspapers are 
amazingly well-intormed about the world and seem to know 
much more about America than we Americans know about 
China. One reason for this is their intense curiosity. 
Whenever they entertain a foreign visitor they pepper him 
with questions. And this young Marine was no exception. 
Among others, they asked him what he thought of our then 
Ambassador Hurley. Unfortunately, the Marine had never 
heard of Hurley. 

(Mr. Hurley went the Marine one better. The story is 
told that our former Ambassador, during most of his stay 
in China, addressed the Generalissimo as “Mr. Shek.’’) 

It may be that at this very moment our young flyer is 
addressing an American audience as an “expert” on China. 

I will not say that I came to China with the same ignor- 
ance, but I can say that I learned a great deal of China and 
the world and our possibilities for peace, in my one year 
in that great country. From July, 1945 to July, 1946, I 
served with the U. 8S. Public Health Service as a medical 
officer for UNRRA. During this year I travelled thousands 
of miles over the face of China by air, jeep, freight train 
and horseback, investigating health conditions. I lived with 
U. S. and Chinese armies, with the U. S. Marines and Navy, 
with Chinese peasants and landlords and officials, and with 
Christian missionaries. I was in the Communist areas in 
Shantung province four times. 

I wonder how many of you remember Spain? Certainly 
we all know the long bloody road that followed it. Spain 
is happening again—in China. Only now it is a thousand 
times bigger and the road that follows is longer and bloodier. 
Instead of German and Italian intervention, it is American 
guns and bombs that are today trying to crush the democracy 
that is struggling to emerge from the feudal fascism of the 
world’s oldest civilization. That is the simple truth of China. 

Ironically, American bullets are today killing people for 
whom there has always been in the hearts of Americans a 
specially warm affection. To those of you who, like myself, 
have had the good fortune to have been in China and have 
come to love the Chinese people, what is happening there 
today is a real, personal tragedy. When I arrived in 
Chungking in July, 1945, it seemed to me that Americans 
were the most popular foreigners in China. It was always 
a pleasure and a thrill for me to drive my jeep down any 
road and be greeted by literally thousands of cheers and 
upturned thumbs. When I was leaving from Shanghai in 
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This web of confusion has been spun partly, too, by 
certain elements of the Christian churches, especially, the 
Catholic church which have been more interested in pro- 
tecting their vested interests than in helping the Chinese 
people achieve a decent civilization. 

What is the issue in China? Is it a fight for power 
between two political parties? Is it a fight to keep the 
Russians from taking over China? 
is none of these. Let me tell you what the issue is in terms 
of what I have seen: 

Highty-five per cent of the people of China are poor 
peasants who live—as the people of Europe lived centuries 
ago—literally in a state of feudal bondage. The average 
Chinese does not live more than 30 years. Throughout his 
life he fights starvation. Lucky to get his two meals a 
day of rice or millet gruel plus a few vegetables, he is 
stunted in growth and a prey to disease. He dies of 
preventable diseases—diseases that I never saw till I went 
to China—diseases which we have known how to prevent 
for 100 years—cholera, plague, dysenteries, malaria, small- 
pox, ete. Tuberculosis, the plague of the poor everywhere, 
decimates the population. Half of the newborn babies die. 


The Chinese peasant works like a beast of burden, but 
the fruit of his labor goes to the large landlord. Forty 
to eighty per cent of his crop must be paid as rent. And 
the small landlord is no better off for the bulk of his produce 
goes as taxes. The peasant’s sons are forced at the point 
of a gun into the army, roped together and marched hun- 
dreds of miles from home to the place of induction. I 
have seen them on the roads of China thus tied together, 
marching, many of them barefoot. 
march—and many die along the roads of tuberculosis, mal- 
nutrition, dysentery—are then doomed men who are beaten, 
tortured, shot by their officers who come from a higher 
social caste. The enlisted man can never rise in rank, he 
never gets a furlough, he is starved, he gets almost no 
medical care. 


Not only have the Chinese people no economic freedom— 
they also have no political freedom. Governed by a feudal- 
fascist partnership of large landlords, militarists and preda- 


tory politicians, the Chinese have never had the opportunity 
to elect their officials. 


A vast rich land of more than 400,000,000 intelligent and 4 
hard-working people is today poor, backward, unindus- 


trialized, living under medieval conditions—and the rest of 
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that had won the support of the peasants on the promise 
of a new life. 

In 1925 Dr. Sun died, and Chiang Kai Shek took over the 
leadership. Chiang was soon won over by the landlords and 
the large merchants of the coastal cities and in+1927 Chiang, 
assisted by cohorts from the underworld of Shanghai, turned 
on the left elements of the Kuomintang and Communists 
and murdered hundreds of them in a blood bath that was 
later to be repeated many times by the Kuomintang. 

In the 20 years of Chiang Kai Shek’s rule, he has con- 
sistently denied to the Chinese people the promised democ- 
racy and economic reforms, even while he made high sound- 
ing statements of his intentions mostly for its effect on 
American public opinion. Few Americans realize that the 
Kuomintang government is a defacto government, main- 
tained in power by force of arms. It has never been 
elected. Chiang was never elected. There has never been 
a democratic election anywhere in Kuomintang China. 
Moreover the government finances all the activities of the 
KMT party, pays the salaries of all its employees. 

In the 20 years of his rule, Chiang has succeeded in 
narrowing his base of support so seriously that he has 
found it necessary to convert his part of China into a 
police state which utilizes terror and assassination to main- 
tain its rule. You all know of the murders by Chiang’s 
Gestapo of the university professors—not Communists— 
who had the courage to speak out against the civil war, 
and for democracy. I have seen the Kuomintang terror 
at work in connection with my UNRRA experience and 
will tell you more of this in a moment. 

- It is safe to say that today, the myth of Chiang Kai 
Shek’s greatness prevails more in the United States than 
it does in China. It is certainly true that Madame Chiang 
is better known in the U. S. than she is in China. (In 
the next few weeks, you will have an opportunity to read 
in Chiang’s own words, in his bock China’s Destiny, his 
authoritarian, fascist ideas.) I have been told by Chinese 
middle class people in Tsintatao and Shanghai that, “Life 
was difficult in the eight years of Japanese rule and we 
were overjoyed when victory came and our own government 
took over, but now conditions are worse and the people 
are ready to welcome the Communists.” 

Let me tell you why this is so. First let us examine 
briefly the war record of the Kuomintang party. The 
Japanese started: their invasion of Manchuria in 1931. Yet 
the Kuomintang offered no real resistance until 1936 when 

_Chiang was kidnapped by some of his own lieutenants and 
forced to make a pact with the Communists for the defense 
of China. Between 1936 and 1941, China, reasonably unified, 

fought its best battles. In Jan. 1941, the Kuomintang pre- 
cipitated again the Civil War in one of the most shameful 
episodes of Chinese history. The Communist New Fourth 

Army was attacked without warning by KMT forces and 
5,000 personnel including women nurses and political work- 
ers were massacred, raped and tortured. The civil war has 

been in progress ever since. — 

During all of these years, the KMT armies retreated 
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grown in the same province was shipped to Canton where 
the black market brought higher prices and UNRRA sent 
American flour into the province to relieve the suffering. 
Until a few months ago, UNRRA flour, mostly from 
America, was being put on the market in Shanghai and 
other cities without controls so that wealthy speculators 
were able to corner the supply and resell the products on 
the black market at high prices.. The evidence is good 
that T. V. Soong, head of the Executive Yuan, was in 
alliance with these racketeers. 


I have seen in Tsingtao, Kuomintang soldiers and police 
push civilians aside and receive American flour and Ameri- 
ean used clothes brought over by UNRRA. I saw thou- 
sands of tons of UNRRA food, clothing and medical supplies 
accumulating for months on the docks and warehouses of 
Shanghai and Tsingtao, much of it spoiling and being 
pilfered, deliberately not distributed so it would serve as 
an economic reserve for the Kuomintang in their war of 
annihilation against the Communists. Shortly before I left 
China, I personally inspected the warehouses in Tsingtao 
where for more than 6 months thousands of tons of supplies 
had been accumulating and found 30 per cent of the 
precious powdered and evaporated milk spoiled. The 
Chinese government has given the excuse that their com- 
munications and transportation are inadequate for distribu- 
tion. I can say with certainty that this was not true in 
Shantung Province where UNRRA trucks stood idle while 
food rotted in the warehouses, rather than deliver it to 
the rural areas which were Communist. 


Although UNRRA’s policy is to give relief without dis- 
crimination and the Central Government agreed to this 
principle, in reality the KMT has used every device includ- 
ing military force to prevent food and other supplies from 
going to the people in the Communist-led areas which com- 
prise about 150 million people. I was prevented at the 
point of American bayonets in the hands of KMT soldiers 
from bringing desperately needed medical supplies to 30 
million people of Shantung Province because they happened 
to be living in territory under a Communist-led government. 
The figures eloquently tell the story of UNRRA operations. 


As of July 1, 1946, after one year of operation, only 
2.7 per cent of UNRRA supplies went to Communist areas 


although they comprised 48 per cent of the people entitled 
to aid. And in Shantung Province where 91 per cent of 
the province is Communist, 97.4 per cent of everything went 
to the KMT 9 per cent faction. Since July, the KMT 
blockade has tightened and for practical purposes, all 
UNRRA aid has gone to the KMT. 


As mentioned before, even in the KMT’s own areas, 
UNRRA aid, in large measure, has not found its way to 
the people in need but has served to aggrandize individual 
racketeers in the government. As a result of some of 
these scandals, UNRRA fired its top China executives 
last Spring, and appointed J. Franklin Ray, as acting 
director. Ray forthrightly- called the government on its 
violations of the basic agreement. Within a few months, 
Chiang Kai Shek declared Ray “persona non grata,” ala 
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“the people would have more confidence in the Central 
Government.” 

Ironically, this pattern has in effect been followed. For 
in recent months we have seen how, in areas formerly 
under the Communists when it was impossible to get supplies 
through to them, large shipments went in as soon as the 
KMT took over. 

I could go on at great length about the chicanery of the 
KMT one party dictatorship. I could tell you the fact 
that the police of Shanghai and all the large cities of eastern 
China are the same police that worked for the Japs. 
Many of Chiang’s troops were Jap puppets. Let me com- 
plete the indictment of Chiang with this remarkable quote 
from Time magazine of June 10: “The most important 
truth about China is that hardly anybody in China seems 
to retain any faith in the ability of the present Govern- 
ment to run the nation wisely, well or honestly.” 

What about the Communists? Who are they and what 
do they want? I made four trips into the Communist 
areas of Shantung Province. Hach time it was necessary 
to get special clearance from the Kuomintang to get across 
their blockade and it was not easy. In the areas, I talked 
with high military and civilian officials as well as dozens 
of peasants and enlisted soldiers. Hverywhere I saw a new 
China. The peasants and soldiers worked together in a 
friendly way. Although the Communists had only seven 
graduate doctors for the entire new 4th army in south 
Shantung, and these were the only physicians in an area 
of about 15 million people, they gave their services to 
as many civilians as they could reach. Mobile medical teams 
consisting of partly trained doctors travelled on bicycles 
and donkeys to the villages to give simple medical care. 

Cooperative stores sell commodities at low prices to the 
peasants. There seems to be no black market. Prices 
everywhere are lower. The best evidence of this was the 
fact that our Chinese drivers whom we brought with us 
from the Nationalist areas would buy pigs and other foods 
in the Communist areas to take home with them. 

The small amounts of UNRRA goods-that were distributed 
in the Communist areas were handled by their officials with 
impeccable honesty. In my eight months experience in the 
province, there was not one proven complaint of improper 
handling of relief goods in these areas. 

I attended plays given by villagers and 8th Route Army 
soldiers. The entire village would turn up to take part 
in the festivities which included singing, speech-making on 
the part of not merely one individual or group, but it 
seemed of the entire community, and even the guests were 
called upon to speak and to sing American songs. It was 
evident that the Communists had brought a new way of life 
to the Chinese peasant. 

I talked with peasants who told me of how the rents 
_and-taxes on their land had been reduced so that now they 
lived better. I talked with landlords who boasted of how 
the Communists had helped them inerease production on 
their land through such community projects as the labor 


brigades in which groups of farmers help each other. I~ 


talked with a French Catholic missionary who had lived 
in the Communist areas for five years. He said he lived 
on the rental income from the Church’s land. The Com- 
munists do not confiscate or collectivize the land. They are 
simply introducing reforms to which the Kuomintang sub- 
scribed years ago but never put into effect in its own areas. 

Unlike the Kuomintang areas, the schools in the Com- 
munist regions are free and most of the children attend. 
Great emphasis is put on education and the program to 
abolish illiteracy. In a little room, I picked up a poster 
drawn by a sixth grade child showing a little girl leading 
her mother by the hand to the schoolhouse and was cap- 
tioned, “Little Ying takes her mother to the winter school.” 
This epitomizes the educational program aimed at both 
adults and children. ; 

I attended meetings in which peasants, both men and 
women, got up and talked to the officials, stating their needs 
and complaints—a phenomenon which aseorilng to my 
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nationalist Chinese interpreter was unprecedented in China. 
I met village and hsien (county) officials who told me they 
were elected by the people, according to the “three-thirds 
principle.” This is a regulation by which not more than 
one-third of the elected officials of any body may be Com- 
munist Party members, the other two-thirds being reserved 
for ‘independents and other parties. 

I saw no evidence of Russian arms, personnel, or propa- 
ganda among the Chinese Communists. Their weapons are 
almost entirely small arms, rifles which they have captured 
from the Japs or have made themselves, and the ubiquitous 
homemade hand grenade. They have no air force, no war- 
ships. This is why they must fight a guerilla type of 
warfare. In recent months they have captured a good deal 
of U. S. equipment. Only recently Chou-en-lai announced 
that they have captured sufficient American equipment to 
outfit a complete division. 

You will be interested to know about the Chinese Com- 
munists attitude toward the Christian Church. There are 
today many Christian missions functioning in the Commu- 
nist areas. Recently I talked with Dr. A. Stewart Allen 
who has been in charge of the Canadian mission hospital 
in Chungking for almost twenty years. He recently made 
a tour through several Communist districts and was par- 
ticularly interested in the status of the Christian missions. 
He was told by missionaries that the Communist authorities 
did not interfere with their work. The Communists told 
him that they had no objection to Christian mission work 
so long as it did not take part in political activities. The 
Communists welcome mission hospitals particularly. How- 
ever, Dr. Allen reports a very real conflict with the Catholic 
Church because of (1) the Catholic Church’s world-wide 
anti-Communist policy; and (2) the Catholic Church’s land 
policy of charging the prevailing excessive rent to the 
peasants which comes into direct conflict with the agrarian 
reforms of the Communists. 

The Communists are not a small, conspiratorial group. 
They are a tremendous movement which today is in control 
of areas comprising more than 100 million people. Allied 
to the Communists are the great masses of North China 
peasantry and most of the students, teachers, intellectuals 
and middle classes of China, many of whom are members 
of the third party, the Democratic League. The Communists 
and their allies voice the unmet historical need of the 
Chinese people for an end to feudal slavery. They do not 
advocate socialism or Communism today. They are fighting 
for a constitutional democracy based on agrarian reform 
and a program for industrialization of the country. The 
Communist leaders say that it will be many years before 
their country is ready for socialism. They contend that 
China must first become democratized and industrialized 
before it is ready for socialism. They told me that they 
welcome U. §. industrialists and business men to come to 
their areas and build factories and trade. 

This revolution in China is not merely a struggle for 
material improvement. In a broader sense it is a revolu- 
tion to overthrow a decadent, immoral society and to achieve 
a society based on the fundamental moral values of man 
which the Christian world has long advocated but never 
achieved. 

What is the American role? When, last November and 
December, Gen. Wedemeyer was telling the American people 
that our troops need to be in China to disarm and repatriate 
the Japanese, I saw thousands of Japs under arms being 
used to fight the Communists. 

I saw American ships bring thousands of Nationalist 
troops into North China areas where the CP had already 
established Chinese sovereignty. These troops completely 
equipped with U. S. material down to the pink pants of 
their officers, then went out ‘to the front to battle the Com- 
munists. I saw American LST ships: manned by Chinese 
fire on innocent fishing boats in Tsingtao harbor and the 
next day we read in the local Nationalist press of the 
“heroism” of the Chinese navy in repulsing a Communist 
junk armada trying to make an amphibious attack on 
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Tsingtao! At this moment in Tsingtao, the U. 8. 7th Fleet 
Is training the Kuomintang and handing over to them Ameri- 
ean ships which have recently bombarded the ports of 
Chefoo and Weihaiwei in Shantung province. 

The following things have happened in China since V-J 
Day: More than 50 American boys have been killed while 
carrying out missions directly or indirectly for Chiang’s 
government. American planes have been bombing and 
strafing villages and hospitals, some of which had Ameri- 
cans (from UNRRA or truce teams) in them. We have 
given to the Central Government several timés more in lend 
lease since V-J Day than before. The Nation magazine 
of August 4th estimated that we have given them at least 
four billion dollars worth of military supplies since V-J 
Day. We have trained and equipped 40 KMT divisions 
since V-J Day as compared with only 20 before V-J Day. 

All of this has been going on and is going on continuously 
all during the time that General Marshall has been carrying 
messages back and forth from the Generalissimo’s home; 
and despite the high sounding policy of neutrality enunci- 
ated in President Truman’s statements of Dec. 1945 and 
and Dec. 1946; and despite the fact that land-lease to all 
other Allies was discontinued long ago; and despite the 
fact that the Military Advisory Group to China has never 
been authorized by Congress. 

As you know the repatriation of the Japanese from 
China was completed many months ago, yet our armed 
help to the KMT continues. Why? I asked this question 
of a number of junior marine and navy officers in China. 
Most of them didn’t know but one or two told me, “I guess 
we have to be here to keep the Russians out.” The plain 
fact is that the Russians have been out for many months 
but we are still there. 

One might at first suspect that our behavior in China 
is a manifestation of old-fashioned American imperialism. 
‘But it is interesting that the chaos and corruption in China 
which is largely manufactured in America has effectively 
prevented the successful revival of American trade and 
business enterprise in China. Many business men have 
returned to- the U. S. thoroughly disgusted with the situa- 
tion. Only recently John Carter Vincent, Director of the 
Office of Far Eastern Affairs in the State Department, told 
the National Foreign Trade Convention in New York: 

“Tt is unsound to invest private or public capital in 
countries where there is widespread corruption in business 
and official circles, where a government is wasting its sub- 
stance on excessive armanent, where the threat or fact of 
civil war exists, where tendencies toward government monopo- 
lization exclude American business, or where undemocratic 
concepts of government are controlling.” 

It has become increasingly clear that our China policy 
is being run completely by the military. It is earning for 
us the hatred of the Chinese people; it is in the long run 
detrimental to our business interests in China; it is in 
violation of the Atlantic Charter and the three-power agree- 
ments; it is setting the stage for a war with Russia. You 
will be interested to know too that it is already causing 


difficulties for American Christian missionaries, according | 


to a recent letter from Dr. McClure of the Friends organi- 
zation in China. 2 


Just a few days ago the National Assembly met and— 


adopted a constitution for China. I have not yet been 
able to obtain a copy of the document or an analysis of 
it, except the usual newspaper releases which are based 
on official Central Government communiques. I can only 
tell you this at the moment: 
° 
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the Chinese Cabinet was first to be reorganized on an all- 
party basis and the new government was to call a constituent 
assembly to adopt a constitution. 

2. With only preliminary information at hand, I can 
already see one serious loophole. The constitution provides 
that the President may abrogate civil rights whenever he 
judges that there is a national crisis or the “national wel- 
fare” is endangered. 

3. The constitution is not to be put into effect until 
Dee, 25, 1947, and I can assure you China will not stand 
still until then. 

In closing I should like to offer these few suggestions 
for American policy in China: 

1. Withdraw at once all American troops and all aid to 
the Chiang Kai Shek government, informing this govern- 
ment that the United States will honestly abide by its 
policy enunciated by President Truman in Dec. 1945 and 
again in Dec. 1946, namely: that this country stands ready 
to assist economically and culturally a peaceful and demo- 
cratic Chinese government and that “political unity must 
be worked out by the Chinese themselves.” 

2. Offer to the Chinese people, the mediation assistance 
of the U. S., the USSR and Great Britain. Mr. Truman’s 
statement this month says, “On Dec. 27, 1945, Mr. Byrnes, 
Mr. Molotov and Mr. Bevin in Moscow issued the following 
statement: ‘The three Foreign Secretaries exchanged views 
with regard to the situation in China. They were in agree- 
ment as to the need for a unified and democratic China 
under the National government, for broad participation by 
democratic elements in all branches of the National Gov- 
ernment, and for a cessation of civil strife. They affirmed 
their adherence to the policy of non-intereference in the 
internal affairs of China.’” This is a clear cut policy 
which the U. S. alone has been violating shamefully since 
V-J Day. 

Everywhere I travelled in the Communist areas, I saw 
propaganda posters calling for everything from improved 
sanitation to peace and democracy. The one that impressed 
me most said in English and Chinese, “Peace and Democracy 
Make the World Safe.” Shouldn’t we let our Congressmen 
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Behind the Headlines 


The main objectives of the anti-labor forces, in Congress 
and industry, are now clear. General Motors and U. S. Steel 
have indicated that if they don’t get them from Congress 
they will insist upon them in their labor contracts. The aim 
is not the correction of abuses like jurisdictional and wild- 
eat strikes but the destruction of the economic power of 
labor by ruling out industry wide bargaining and the union 
shop. So we are back on the line where we fought after 
World War I. The determining principles are equality of 
bargaining power, and the right of a minority to get the 
benefits of unionism without paying for them, after the 
majority have voted for a union shop. 


Our UN Policy 

Why do we keep insisting on the formal abolition of the 
veto on punishment of violators of the atomic code? On 
any serious violations the veto is abolished by the facts. 
That means war and no use of the veto could stop it. Then 
why don’t we concentrate on getting the unanimity that alone 
can prevent the war by preventing the violation? Stalin 
said to Elliot Roosevelt on the question of atomic inspection 
and control rules: “Russia should be subject to the same 
rules of inspection and control as any other nations must.” 
‘This obviously includes handling violations. Then why are 
our representatives silent instead of responding? Is it the 
stubbornness of enlarged egoes? Is it just the legal mind 
unable to see that relations between states are different from 
those between individuals and the state? Or have we some- 
thing else in mind? Is there any maneuvering for time to 
inerease our stockpile of bombs while charging Russia with 
being obstructionist? Our devious course on disarmament 
is raising that question in other countries. 


~ Dulles Again 

The same question is raised by the Dulles plan for a 
Western economic bloc to control the industrial, and so 
the war, potential of Germany. It is self-evident that the 
Soviet Union could never agree to that. All the world knows 
that means control by American-British financial-industrial 
interests. Already Pravda is claiming that the billion dollar 
credit granted the American-British economic zone is insured 
by the transfer of shares in German enterprises, mentioning 
in particular a large Farben plant. Their conclusion is that 
because of the part that U. S. and British capital is playing 
in general in restoring the German economy it will own far 
more German enterprises than before the war. Meantime 


our press continues to pour more oil on the rising flame ~ 


of war psychology. 


- Protestants and Marz 
: The National Lutheran Council at its recent annual meet- 
ing was told by its President that “the greatest conflict 


mankind has ever known is rapidly spreading throughout 


_ the world. Two diametrically opposing views are fighting— 


= for the allegiance of man—communism and Christianity.” 
‘This battle cry overlooks the fact that for a generation 


numerous Christian scholars of distinction have pointed out 


_ that no matter how much they differ in methods Christianity 
and Communism nevertheless seek the same general goals 
= for: | a living. At its annual meeting the Foreign Mis- 
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leaders to a correct understanding of Marxist philosophy 
it will be great gain. 
The Chinese Constitution 

Now that we have stopped mediating in China and started 
drawing out our troops it is time to ask if any are to be 
left, and especially the Military Advisory Mission which is 
trying to make Chiang’s army more efficient. Time to see 
also that the claim that the new Chinese constitution is 
democratic is going to be used to confuse the American 
people so that the aid to Chiang which has already cost us 
some four billions—$30 for every man, woman and child— 
could be continued. The Democratic League, and fourteen 
public organizations in Shanghai, as well as the Communists, 
have repudiated both the constitution and the National 
Assembly which produced it as undemocratic. They claim 
that it violates the three major principles laid down by the 
People’s Consultative Council: It limits the rights of the 
people by its provisions concerning emergency decrees. It 
continues the concentration of power instead of extending 
local self-government. It gives the President dictatorial 
powers; the National Assembly to which he is finally respon- 
sible meets only for 90 days in his 6-year term. 


That Iron Curtain » 

Leland Stowe, ace foreign correspondent, has just finished 
five months of investigation in Central and Eastern Europe. 
He finds our lack of news to be due to inadequate reporting. 
He says that much of the most important news in those 
countries, especially improvement of economic conditions, 
is not regarded as news by the editors and directors of our 
largest news agencies. They do not use their Vienna and 
Prague correspondents as “roving men” through Danubian 
countries, but get their news from native journalists. Neither 
AP nor UP has a roving correspondent covering Soviet Zone 
countries. His conclusion is: “What we need is much less 
‘curtain’ talk and much more American reporting.” He 
excepts some outstanding metropolitan dailies. 


Take Your Choice 


Our State Department based its protest concerning Polish 
elections on reports received from our Embassy based upon 
observation by American officials who visited a number of _ 
Polish voting centers. They “confirmed the fears (also 
based on Embassy reports) which this Government had | 
expressed that the election would not be free.” Warsaw 
reporters who sent similar reports are now quoted as saying: __ 
“It looks like the British and Americans backed the wrong 
horse.” Ralph Ingersoll, former editor of PM, who visited 
polling places in Warsaw, writes: “Opposition poll watchers 
I talked to said they had nothing to complain of and that 
their people had not been intimidated during or before 
the voting period. . . . This is to say that the picture of 
wholly fraudulent, rigged elections given Americans before 
the fact is at best a misrepresentation of a complicate 
political situation and at worst malicious repetit 
malicious untruths”, Marguerite Higgins, New York 
Tribune, reports “absolutely no propagandist o 
coercion” and “no disturbances” in the pre 
Warsaw and the countryside. The week 
the CBS correspondent said the peop! 
government bloe for two reasons: 


Rural Social Action 


When Is a Secret a Secret? 

The New York Times for December 23, 1946, carried an 
account of a report by the Senate Small Business Committee 
which concluded that small farms were better than large 
holdings both for the farmer and the community he sup- 
ports. The committee summary, presented by Senator James 
EK. Murray, Montana Democrat, was based on a study of 
two typical California communities: Dinuba, a center of 
small-sized, family owned farms, and Arviny surrounded 
by large-scale and corporation farms. 

A few days later, on December 26th, Drew Pearson 
reported that the material in the report had been hidden 
in the files of the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture for two 
years. Its suppression, he claimed, was the deliberate work 
of land-monopoly interests; and top officials in the Agri- 
culture Dept. had held out for some time in releasing the 
study, fearful of offending the big farm operators. 

Although the material may never have come to the atten- 
tion of the august members of Congress, there was nothing 
secret about this survey made by the Bureau of Agriculture 
Eeonomies, an agency of the Department of Agriculture. 
Over two years ago The Progressive carried a discussion of 
it under the title, “The Dramatic Battle for American Land.” 
One of the Public Affairs Pamphlets, No. 100, written by 


_ Carey McWilliams, presented a provocative report of the 
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entire study with a full analysis of its implications. It 
was hardly a secret. 


Arvin vs. Dinuba 

No matter how belated, it is good that the report has 
finally come to the attention of a Congressional Committee. 
The statistics presented by the report are dramatic. They 
speak for themselves. The economic and social results of 
corporation farming in lowering the standards of all the 
agencies and structural arrangements of healthy communi- 
ties are obvious. The area and basic soil resources in the 
two regions are about equal, the only major difference is 
the type of farming practiced. ea 


permanent 


“Almost ‘Fairly serious 


non-existent — 


- Regina. : = ie 
hospital under certification of a properly qualified doctor — 


Roger OrtTMAYER 


estates totaling 380,000 acres into hundreds of small holdings 
averaging slightly under 40 acres apiece. Now about 100 
similar districts are under its jurisdiction with an acreage 
of about 4,000,000. 

In these areas the California legislature granted local 
irrigation districts the power to tax the value of land and 
exempt all buildings, improvements, planted orchards, vine- 
yards, ete., from direct taxation. The revenue is gathered 
on the value of the land alone. 

This is Henry George theory, and evidently it is working 
in these cases. It is an attempt to take land out of the 
realm of speculation. Land values are not created by indi- 
viduals, but by communities. It is the common work of 
a community of folks which brings the rise in the value 
of land. It'is not just that a land speculator should reap 
huge rewards from the sale of lands into which he has put 
nothing, simply holding the title. 

What this plan supposedly does is to encourage intensive 
farming by the operators of small holdings. The tax power 
on land alone discourages huge farms which add little in 
direct productive equipment. 


Iowa Rural Churches 

In his report to the National Convocation on the Church 
in Town and Country which was held in Des Moines, Iowa, 
in November, 1946, Dr. Paul H. Douglas, the director of 
an interdenominational research project, emphasized the 
serious ineffectiveness of the average rural church in Iowa 
and the Midwest in general. 

In the area studied, he claimed that when the worst and 
the best of the rural churches were averaged up, that “rural 
Iowa is seriously over-churched, that over one-half of the - 
individual congregations are standing still or declining; that 
the effectiveness of the average church is rather low, its 
active membership much fewer than its nominal ones; that 
its ministers are poorly paid, constantly moving, largely 


__non-resident from the churches which they serve; its youth 


poorly organized and served; its property over-equipped 
from the standpoint of the Sunday services, but not gen- 
erally well-equipped for any other phase of church activity.” 


Hospitalization in Saskatchewan 
The deplorable health and hospitalization facilities of 
rural people has been commented upon before on this page. 
In this relation it is interesting to note the measures taken 
in Canada’s province of Saskatchewan. 

During the last three months of 1946 every man, woman, 
and child in the province was required to register under 
the hospitalization plan. Five dollars per year was charged 
with a maximum of thirty dollars for any family, and it 
could be paid in installments if necessary. It is estimated 


that the funds received will pay for the plan, but the SS 


provincial treasury stands behind the project. ape 
_ Approximately 800,000 cards were tabulated and filed in 


The people registered thereon may enter any 
and the expenses are guaranteed—including maternity care — 
and that of new-born babies. At present the pr 

boasts some 4.8 beds per 1,000 population and 
building boom expects in the near future some | 
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Social Issues in 


The General Welfare 


“BOYS AND GIRLS WHO ATTEND SUNDAY 
SCHOOL and church regularly are not likely to fall into 
the arms of the law as delinquent children,” Ralph Brophy, 
head of the police Juvenile Bureau in Des Moines, Iowa, 
asserted recently. The bureau head made the statement 
following a survey of the bureau’s activities during 1946 
which included investigation of juvenile participation in 
thefts, drinking of intoxicating liquors, running away from 
home, truancy, smoking, and vandalism. At least 83 per 
cent of the children with whom the Juvenile Bureau had 
contact during 1946 were not regular attendants at any 
church or Sunday School, Brophy said. Only a few of the 
remaining 17 per cent attended church or Sunday School 
with any degree of regularity, he added. 

“We cannot blame the children for their failure to attend,” 
the bureau head said. “Practically none of the parents of 
the children contacted either attend or accompany their 
children to religious services. I consider religious or spiritual 
training the most important factor in the prevention of 
juvenile delinquency.” 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE METHODIST CHURCH dur- 
ing 1946 grew by 346,369 persons to a total of 8,430,146, 
an all time high, and members contributed more than 
$150,000,000 during the year for Methodist causes. Albert 
C. Hoover, statistician of the Methodist Church, also dis- 
closed that a nation-wide effort to reverse the trend of 
declining church school enrollment resulted in an increase 
of 298,760 to a total of 5,147,508 pupils. The report also 
revealed that 21,463 pastoral charges included 40,364 preach- 
ing points, an indication of the critical ministerial shortage 
reported by all denominations. 

Of the $150,000,000 expenditures, $113,000,000 was for 
regular church causes, including $48,322,579 for ministerial 
support; $37,841,186 for local church maintenance, and 
$27,979,794 for benevolences. A total of $6,339,007 was 
spent on church indebtedness and current. expenses, reducing 
the church debt to $18,209,803. Methodism during the year 
spent $25,016,417 on property improvements, an increase 
of $6,500,000 over 1945. 

The Crusade For Christ fund received more than 
$6,000,000, bringing the grand total now to $26,861,042. 


THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MANUFAC- 
TURERS recently began publication of a quarterly called 
“Understanding” which, says the mast-head, is “devoted to 
cooperation between clergymen and businessmen.” The first 
issue featured an article by Jasper E. Crane, Chairman of 


Today's World 


the N.A.M. Committee on Cooperation With the Churches, 


entitled “Church and Industry Face a Common Foe.” The 
sub-head is “The Collectivist System Destroys All Liberty— 
- Religious, Economic, and Political.” 

The other leading article in the issue is entitled “Com- 
munism Is a Philosophy of Anti-God” and is by the Rev. 
J. Hugh O’Donnell, C.S.C., former President of Notre 
Dame University. “Communism,” says Father O’Donnell, 
‘Gs the negation of everything we stand for as Americans 
and Christians and we would be incredibly stupid to believe 
that there can be any compromise with it. .. . We must 
root out a philosophy that threatens a civilization based on 
the fact of God’s creation of the individual human soul.” 

Mr. Crane, chairman of the committee of the N.A.M. 
- which publishes “Understanding” is an elder in the Presby- 
terian Church in Wilmington, Delaware, and a member of 
oe past of Directors of the E. I. duPont deNemours 
-and Co. é 
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work will be 


Labor Concern 


AN INDUSTRIAL LEADER in a notoriously low-wage 
section-in Texas stated recently in an interview: “Lured by 
an abundance of good, cheap labor, industry is moving in 
here from the North so rapidly that we can’t keep an accu- 
rate list of new firms.” 

Robert Oliver, director of. the CIO Organizing Committee 
in Texas, dispatched this terse statement to the paper print- 
ing the industrial leader’s remarks: “We should be happy 
to supply the gentleman with an accurate list of all plants 
in that area. We plan to organize them all in 1947.” 

Since mid-May, 1946, Oliver’s youthful staff of Texans, 
fresh from local unions, have piled up 64 election victories 
to lead the South in labor triumphs with the result that 
approximately 14,500 new CIO members have added an esti- 
mated $3,500,000 annually to their pay-checks. 


THE CIO HAS ESTABLISHED 40 NEW UNIONS in 
Tennessee since last May and has made “outstanding con- 
tractual gains,” Paul R. Christopher, state director of the 
CIO Organizing Committee, announced recently. 

“Our membership in established CIO local unions in 
Tennessee increased from about 70,000 to 85,000 during the 
past seven months,” Mr. Christopher said. 

“Not included in these figures are several thousand others 
who have joined the CIO but work at plants at which our 
unions have not yet been certified as collective bargaining 
agencies.” 


THE SOUTHERN COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL 
RELIGION AND LABOR FOUNDATION held a 
“Southern Religion and Labor Conference” at the Butler 
St. Y.M.C.A. in Atlanta, Georgia, Feb. 4-5. The theme of 
the conference was “New Freedom for the New South.” 
Arrangements were in charge of the Foundation’s executive 
secretary, Dr. Willard Uphaus, and Dr. Alva W. Taylor 
acted as conference chairman. 

Others who participated in the program were Dean Rai- 
mundo deOvies of St. Philip’s Cathedral, Atlanta; Henry 
W. Chandler, Secretary of the Georgia Federation of Labor, 
A. F. of L.; Charles Gilman, Georgia CIO Director; Rev. 
Cleveland J. Bradner, Jr., of the West End Christian Church, 
Danville, Virginia; Lewis Conn, Director of the Pittsylvania 
County Joint Board Textile Workers of America, CIO; 
Rev. A. S. Turnipseed of Montgomery, Alabama; Frank 
Prohl, Director of the Southern Conference of Teamsters, 
A. F. of L.; Don West, the poet; Rev. Vincent J. O’Connell, 
of Notre Dame Seminary, New Orleans; Paul L. Styles, 
Regional Director of the National Labor Relations Board, 
Atlanta; Dr. William Holmes Borders of the Wheat St. 
Baptist Church, Atlanta; George Guernsey, CIO Assistant 
Director of Education and Research, Washington; Rabbi 
Isadore Barnett, Congregation Agudath Achim, Savannah, 
Georgia; James F. Barrett, A. F. of L., Asheville, N. Cs 
Dr. Benjamin E. Mays, President of Morehouse College; 
Van A. Bittner, Director of the CIO Organizing Committee; 
and Dr. Liston E. Pope, of Yale Divinity School. 


International Relations 


ON JANUARY 11, COSTAS THEOS, legally-elected 
head of the Greek Confederation of Labor, me Botts 
Saillant of the World Federation of Trade. Unions and the 
British Trade Union Congress, denouncing the reimposition 


by the government of the collective bargaining system used 
by the tietutor Metaxas. By this system, all conditions of 


fixed by the employers and the government- 
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‘appointed “leaders” of the Greek labor movement without 
‘consultation with the workers involved. Strikes against 
|; these conditions will be illegal and subject to severe 
punishment. 


IN 1943 AN AMERICAN SOLDIER ESCAPED FROM 
‘GERMANY to Switzerland. Interned, he received as 
monthly relief from the U. S. Embassy 4 postal money 
order equal to the salary of a high official in the Swiss 
Civil Service. Were he an officer, the Swiss remarked, he 
| would be getting as much as the Swiss Secretary of State. 
A Swiss newspaper predicted that after the war the 
_ world would be divided into two geographical parts—the 
rich and the poor. Both Americas, with South,Africa and 
Australia, would be the rich hemisphere, while all Asia, 
northern Africa, and Europe, including England, would be 
the poor one, where the rich man would be nearly as poor 
as the poor man of the first hemisphere. Are we now on 
the way to such a new division of mankind? 


IN ITALY, PREMIER ALCIDE DE GASPERI’S OWN 
PARTY, the Christian Democrats, have been losing influ- 
ence steadily to the neo-fascist Qualunquists (from “qual- 
lunque”—the “common man”) and the Socialist-Communist 
“bloc of the people.’ Caught between Left and Right 
forces, the Catholies (Christian Democrats) must rely on 
powerful support from abroad. Their support in Italy is 
shifting, with the Catholic Church turning increasingly to 
the Qualunquists. 

The hunger demonstrations and general strikes have been 
ealled an anti-Catholic maneuver, but this does not fit the 
facts since both the Socialist and Communist parties have 
been part of the government and have repeatedly fought 
against strikes. For example, the General Confederation 
of Labor intervened on January 3 to have general strikes 
called off in Calabria and Caserta, site of allied headquarters. 

Though the U. S. loan that Premier de Gasperi brought 
back with him will help, many Italians express uneasiness 
at their growing dependence on the U. S. They point to 
such additional private loans from Americans as the new 
$70,000,000 Italo-American Electric corporation set up re- 
cently by General Electric. “ 


MEXICO MAY HAVE TO SPEND 14 PER CENT of 
the national budget in the war against hoof and mouth 
disease that threatens to ruin the Mexican cattle industry. 

This estimate of government expenditure does not include 
the loss of income to cattle raisers, whose $16,000,000 a year 
business with the United States has been wiped out by an 
_American embargo on cattle shipments from Mexico. 

It is estimated that it would cost the Mexican govern- 
ment about $48,000,000 or one-seventh of the national budget 
announced for this year to destroy the 1,900,000 head of 
cattle in the central area affected by the hoof and mouth 

disease. If the disease does not spread to other regions 
in Mexico, the cost may be kept down since it is presumed 

that all herds in the affected area will not be contaminated. 

The American embargo will halt a yearly movement of 
cattle averaging between 400,000 and 500,000 head. The 
American border may remain closed for several years, so 

difficult is the complete eradication of the disease in Mexico. 


The Cooperative Movement 


JANUARY WAS ‘‘CO-OP MONTH’’ IN MICHIGAN 
by proclamation of the newly-elected Governor, Kim Sigler, 
‘Republican. The Governor, in announcing “Co-Op Month,” 
said he hoped “all Michigan citizens, in the city and in the 
country, would find a common basis for understanding and 
appreciation of the aims of the cooperative movement.” 


0 DIRECTORS OF THE NATIONAL ASSOCIA- 
F MANUFACTURERS made a surprise visit to 


ssion of the 18th annual meeting of the 
1 of Farmer Cooperatives in New York on 
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January 6 to re-affirm their support of the tax position of 
the cooperatives. 

“When the National Tax Equality Association launched 
its attack on the cooperatives, many cooperative leaders 
thought all business was attacking the cooperatives. That 
is not true”, said Morris Sayre, President of the Corn 
Producers Refining Company. “Business in general is 
pretty generally behind you.” 

Mr. Sayre, a director of the NAM, was chairman of the 
committee which prepared the NAM’s report supporting 
the cooperatives. That report declared that “No justifica- 
tion is found for taxing at the source patronage refunds 
paid to customers of cooperatives.” 

Speaking to an assembly of cooperative editors, publicity 
directors and other officials, Mr. Sayre said: “Argiculture 
is a basic industry. We think the cooperative movement is 
basically a sound one. We believe that patronage dividends 
should not be taxed. We believe that cooperatives are pri- 
vate enterprise.” 


SINCE THE GERMAN COOPERATIVE MOVEMENT 
was revived in February 1946 under the British military 
government, 62 co-ops have been approved and another 26 
are under consideration, according to a statement in the 
House of Commons by J. Hynd. 

“To help the movement”, Mr. Hynd declared, “Nazi dis- 
criminatory measures have been revoked, the Germans have 
been invited to set up an advisory body to assist in the 
foundation of new societies, and an expert adviser on co- 
operative matters has been appointed to the staff of the 
Control Commission”. : 

Cooperative training centers have been set up, said Mr. 
Hynd, and a cooperative newspaper has been licensed. The 
zone has been visited by representatives of the International 
Cooperative Alliance and the British Cooperative Union. 


Lord make me an instrument of thy peace. Where 
there is hatred let me sow love. Where there is doubt, 
faith. Where there is despair, hope. Where there is 
darkness, light. Where there is sadness, joy. O Divine 
Master, grant that | may not so much seek to be con- 
soled as to console; to be understood as to understand; 
to be loved, as to love; for it is in giving that we receive, 
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned, and it is in 
dying that we are born to eternal life. 

—St. Francis of Assisi 
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“Interfering with free enterprise, I 
wonder how the archbishop would — 
like’ it if you and I went round | 
christening people?” Bere 
3 Osbert Lancaster in 
“More Pocket Cartoons” 
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Federation Activities and Reports 


92 MEMBERS OF THE NORTH CAROLINA CON- 
FERENCE met for lunch at First Methodist Church, 
High Point, N. C. on January 20th. to discuss social issues 
and consider the possibility of setting up a Conference 
Chapter of the Federation. 

The following were chosen as a committee to bring in a 
plan of organization to the next meeting of the group: 
Howard Wilkinson, First Church, Charlotte; Mark Depp, 
Centenary Church, Winston-Salem; Reid Wall, Main St. 
Church, Thomasville; C. P. Bowles, Broad St. Church, 
Statesville; and John Hoyle, Jr., Green St. Church, 
Winston-Salem. 

The Rev. Wilson O. Weldon was host pastor. 


THE ST. PAUL CHAPTER held a post-Evanston meet- 
ing at the Y.M.C.A. in that city on January 3. The Rev. 
Wilbur Grose, president of the chapter, presided. 

Reports were heard from three chapter members who 
attended the Evanston conference, and addresses were de- 
livered by the Rev. Jack R. MacMichael, Executive Secre- 
tary of the Federation, and by the Rev. Roy Burt of 
Willmar, Minnesota, President of the Northern Minnesota 
Conference Chapter of the MFSA. 

Other speakers were Mr. John Ramsey of the Steel 
Workers and the Rev. Charles Webber, Chaplain to Or- 
ganized Labor, now working with CIO in Virginia. 


THE SEATTLE, WASH., CHAPTER OF THE MFSA 
met on Tues., Jan. 21st at the Young Woman’s Christian 
Association to hear reports on the Evanston Conference 
from its two delegates, Mrs. J. D. Kilgore and Rev. Robert 
Shaw. 

The Federation meeting was preceded by a dinner meeting 
for Scott Nearing under the auspices of the Seattle Religion 
and Labor Foundation in the same room. 


THE NEW YORK EAST CONFERENCE CHAPTER 
met at the United Nations Building, Lake Success, L. I. on 
Feb. 17th. for an all-day meeting. 

The morning session was given over to business and an 
address by Colonel Jean Pajus, who has recently returned 
from Germany, where he was a member of the Economic 


Directorate of the Allied Military Government. After lunch 


in the United Nations Building cafeteria, the group heard 
_ reports on the Evanston Conference from its two delegates, 
* Rev. Wayne White, and Rev. Alson Smith. 
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presided at the sessions. 


MOVIE OF THE MONTH 


_ Man’s Hope (Sierra de Teruel). Written and directed by 
_ Andre Malraux. Musie by Darius Milhaud. At the Fifth 
Ave. Playhouse, N. Y. 


_ was undergoing bombardment. It was adapted by Malraux, a 
_ member of the famous International Brigade, from his novel 
of the same name. After the Fascist victory the film was 
smuggled out of Spain to Paris, where it was edited and a 


Rev. Paul DuBois of Bristol, Conn., chapter President, 


‘This picture was made in 1938 in Barcelona while the city 


i . _ Chapter and trust that we shall be fortuna 
core by Darius Milhaud added. But French censor-— P : 2 
ting under the shadow of the Munich Pact, forbade 
ion in that country. During the German occu- — 


dden and is just now being shown abroad and fro 


She Federation Mailbag 


Black River Falls, Wis. 
Dear Sir: 

Anent the item entitled ‘‘Meditation by Muzak’’ on page 
137 of the December issue, which ends: ‘‘Next—a jukebox | 
equipped with hymn recordings,’’ please be informed that the 
Methodist Church in Black River Falls, Wisconsin, has for 
several years had” a jukebox for use by youth and other 
groups, and that regularly at the Christmas season it is 
equipped with Christmas carols as well as with other hymns 
at other times. 

Sincerely, 
Winslow Wilson, Pastor 


Tuscon, Arizona 
Dear Sir: 

I value the BULLETIN you send me very much indeed, and 
enclose a check for fiye dollars, under whatever category of 
membership that places me. I am not a Methodist, but I like 
your liberal and progressive attitude and your courage in 
standing by it. 

I go to your forum Sunday nights at the University Methodist 
Church, Tuscon, and give yearly $25 towards its support. It 
is doing a fine civic job. 

Very truly yours, 
Miss Sophie C. Hart 
Dear Dr. Smith: Portland, Oregon 

You are doing a swell job with the BULLETIN. Keep it up. 

I am sending you a copy of ‘‘The Compass.’’ This is a 
product of the ©.0.’s who had served for many months—one, 
‘*Ponch,’’ had been a guinea pig three or four times. At the — 
time of this issue some of the staff and several of the C.O. © 
contributors were out on bond, yet these men sold themselves — 
to a printer, a paper house and an engraver for the work 
and materials to produce this issue costing over $800. They 
had less than $100 on hand. 

I contributed one article. 


Hope you will give the publication 
a good ‘‘once over.’’ 


The men need encouragement and you 
may find it in your heart to say a word for them. The next — 
issue is a ‘‘Prison’’ number and will be by men who haye ~ 
been there. : be OS 
I furnished bond for about 100 who ‘‘walked out’’ of O.P.S. — 
Very sincerely, aed = 

R. D. Snyder ee fe 
Retired Methodist preacher _ 


3 
Dear Mr. McMichael: Nashville, Tenn. E 


Your outstanding conference held at Garrett during the 
Christmas holidays was so excellent that you merit the regard 
and appreciation of the liberal minds of the world because of 
your courage and ability to translate into actions your ¢ 
victions. The meeting was not only inspirational but o 
constructive opportunities for many individuals to 

of difficult problems, and, as Harry Emerson Fosdi 

become a part of the answer instead of a part of the ] 

I am looking forward to closer affiliation wi 


visit and speak to us during the year. 
the program of the Internatio ou 
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Columbus, Kansas 
Gentlemen: 

I have in my possession a copy of periodical entitled SocraL 
QUESTIONS BULLETIN dated June, 1943. 

I wish to say I am very much interested along this line 
and have been since about the turn of the century, but wasn’t 
aware that the Methodist Church had an organization of this 
sort. I am anxious to know more about this organization. I 
have been a lay delegate to the Methodist conference for the 
past four years, and a member of the Committee for Social 
Causes. 

I have operated a Garment Manufacturing Company for 25 
years and am retiring from active management of the concern 
and am willing to devote my time to whatever seems to be for 
the benefit of the Christian cause. I am convinced that as yet 
the Church has not applied the full philosophy, of Christ’s 
teaching. 

Our industry employs 137 people and produces over a million 
dollars worth of merchandise a year. 

Please let me hear from you. Yours very truly, 

J. E. Berry 


Behind the Headlines 


(Continued from page 42) 


No Comment 


A deputation from the Churches of England and Scotland, 
the Church in Wales, the Free Churches, the Roman Catholic 
Chureh and the Jewish Community, recently went to the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer to protest against the govern- 
ment plan to nationalize the railroads because of the 
monetary loss it will cause them. The plan proposes to 
take over railroad stocks “at prices prevailing during. speci- 
fied periods of 1946. In exchange, holders will receive 
government bonds yielding a lower income. The churches 
hold large investments in railways. Where the treasure 
sage 

Free and Equal 


On March 11 a plebiscite will be held in the Philippines 
on the Parity Question. That is a proposal, made on re- 
quest by us, to amend the constitution by guaranteeing to 
Americans equal rights with Philippine citizens to secure 
franchises, file mining claims, operate industry, take up 
homesteads, ete. Congress made this “parity” the condition 
of paying the half billion dollars awarded the Philippines 
for war damages. So our former wards get a free election 
with a big club held over them. The fear that all small 
nations now have of the weight of American capital, swollen 
by war profits, has created a lot of opposition from labor 
and professional groups. Prominent in this opposition is 
an organization of liberals, the Democratic Alliance. Some 
of its leaders wanted to come to this country and talk to 
our people about this situation. The American consul in 
Manila is charged with refusing them visas. Where is that 
‘Sron curtain?” 

Time’s Up 

It’s time to remind Truman that Myron Taylor’s job at 
the Vatican was to end with the war. The war ended for us 
when the Old Year went out. 

H. F. W. 


“| haven’t thought of any future beyond getting 
a piece of that chocolate cake!” 


47 
Methodism and the Ancient Bondage 


(Continued from page 86) 


The historical conflict of Methodism with the ‘establishments 
is summarized: 


“However, the real reason for the opposition which 
Methodism has met in the Continental countries is not 
on the plane of her theology. It lies much deeper. It is 
the fact that organized Methodism represents a concep- 
tion of the Church, which is distinct from and opposed 
to the conception of the Christian Church dominant in 
Europe throughout the centuries. Methodism stands for 
the principle of a Free Church. . . . It was instinctively 
felt that Wesley’s societies while in no wise political but 
merely religious, yet in their implication were in oppo- 
sition to the established Church as a State institution. 
. . + The idea of a Free Church, self-supporting, self- 
administering, altogether free from State control, hence 
without any hidden political purposes was altogether 
beyond the horizon of European political thinking.” 


Bishop Raymond J. Wade, in his Address to the North 
Huropean Central Conference, Gothenburg, 1946, stated 
again Methodism’s classic principle: 


“We believe enthusiastically and whole-heartedly in 
the Free Church ecclesiastical position. The various 
incidents connected with World War II from origin to 
conclusion strongly uphold this idea as most tenable and 
wise. We are glad to note that increasing support for 
this position is being developed almost everywhere.” 


This is the evangelical conviction which Germany needs, and 
which alone can free Hurope from the ancient bondage. 


(The footnotes have been eliminated from Dr. Littell’s 
well-documented article because of space considerations. ) 


Rural Social Action 
(Continued from page 43) 


Georgia’s Rural Votes 


It is one of the ironies of life that what is intended as 
a good so often turns out as evil. In Georgia the unit 
system of voting was originally instituted so that a corrupt 
state machine with entrenched power in Atlanta could be 
broken. Now fate has twisted the wheel so that the Tal- 
madge forces of reaction come into power by virtue of 
the unit system of voting and their harping on the prejudices 
of the poverty stricken rural population. 
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Books and Pamphlets 


As He Saw Ir. Duell, Sloan & Pearce. 


$3.00. 


‘“‘As He Saw It’’ is a well-timed challenge to the anti- 
Soviet crusaders. It serves many purposes. Among them—the 
answer to the perpetual ‘‘what would have happened if Roose- 
velt were alive, how Roosevelt felt about the situations and 
personalities he encountered in the days of his presidency and 
above all Elliot gives us a firsthand account of Cairo, Casa- 
blanea, Teheran, and Yalta (he missed Yalta but received 
firsthand accounts from his sister Ana who went to Yalta with 
their father). 

Time and again your reviewer: was jolted into an aware- 
ness of continuing friction between Roosevelt and Churchill. 
This was not a clash of personalities but rather, a battle 
between the historic forces which these two men represented. 
During the Casablanca Conference Roosevelt said to his son, 
‘(Winnie is a great man for the status quo. He even looks 
like the status quo, doesn’t he?’’ Roosevelt tried to discuss 
the status of colonies whenever he could but the Prime Minister 
usually found something ‘‘more important’? to talk about. 
Here again allow me to bring Roosevelt’s own words to you. 
‘‘The thing is, the colonial system means war. Exploit the 
resources of an India, a Burma, a Java, take all the wealth out 
of those countries, but never put anything back into them, 
things like education, decent standards of living, minimum 
health requirements, all you’re doing is storing up the kind 
of trouble that leads to war. All you’re doing is negating 
the value of any kind of organizational structure for peace 
before it begins.’? FDR wanted it clearly understood that the 
signing of the Atlantic Charter was a pledge to the colonial 
peoples, and not an ‘‘historic’’ statement never to be fulfilled. 


All of Churchill’s acts were motivated by the ‘‘must’’ of 
maintaining the British Empire. This was obvious in his 
stalling on the question of a second front. The Russians 
and Americans eager to see the war’s end planned for a 
second front as soon as possible. They agreed that an 
onslaught through the west (France) while the Red Army 
moved on from the East would prove the telling blow to 
Hitler Germany. Churchill and his British staff posed all sorts 
of problems to stave off the occupation of Europe through 
France. He wanted the invasion to come through the Balkans, or 
as he put it, the soft underbelly of Europe. Invasion here would 
mean infinitely longer supply lines, greater loss of men and 
materiéls, and the war’s end in the distant future. Roosevelt 
pointed out that he had no intention of sacrificing American 
lives on behalf of British Balkan interests. Above all Churchill 
was determined to keep the Red Army out of Austria, Hungary, 
Rumania, ete. The invasion of Italy was the final compromise 
on this situation. Although Churchill’s original plan was not 
realized he succeeded in keeping the ‘‘second front’’ on paper 
until 1944, Churchill’s Fulton speech will be seen as the 
logical climax of a tory mind-set as we follow him through 
the Big Three conferences. 


During the Cairo Conference Roosevelt met Chiang Kai Shek. 


By Elliot Roosevelt. 


Elliot Roosevelt tells of FDR’s satisfaction in learning that— 


Chiang had agreed to invite the Communists to participate in 
the government. Chiang knew that we would stand with them 
against the British on the question of extraterritorial rights 
provided that he form a truly democratic government. 

One of Roosevelt’s most important tasks was to make clear 
to the Russians the reality of Big Three unity, to dispel from 
Russian minds the idea of an Anglo-American bloc against 
the Soviet Union. In that capacity he often soothed the aroused 
ire of the Russians and the British. He told Elliot, ‘‘. .. The 
one thing that could upset the apple cart, after the war, is if 
the world is divided again, Russia against England and us. 
-_- +’? Roosevelt’s conviction that there must be Big Three 
Unity was reaffirmed in the adoption of the veto principle. 
The old proverb ‘‘necessity is the mother of invention’? comes 
to mind. Elliot Roosevelt, conservative offspring of the late 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt has produced an important, ‘‘radi- 
eal’? piece of work. ‘‘Radical’’ only in the sense that truth 
pee word of misquotes, half truths and outright lies can be 


‘‘As He Saw It’’ is written in a pleasing conversational 
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fashion and if I may copy PM’s idiom, ‘‘Hats Off’’ to Elliot 
Roosevelt for turning another hose on the holy crusader’s fire. 
Incidentally ‘‘As He Saw It’’ has just been added to the 
Federation’s library and I hope you will be writing in for it. 
Be sure to send your request in early. 
R. R. 


AUSTRIAN REQUIEM. By Kurt Von Schuschnigg. G. P. Putnam 
and Sons, N. Y., 1946. 

The former Chancellor of Austria has written a very moving 
account of his experience at Berchtesgaden with Hitler, the 
subsequent ‘‘Anschluss,’’ and his imprisonment at the Hotel 
Metropole and elsewhere. He had a harrowing time of it and 
is now obviously a broken man. 

To which the answer is: Schnuschnigg was a little fascist 
(he accepts the label ‘‘Austro-fascist’’) who was unable to 
get out of the way of a big fascist. So, after running ruth- 
lessly over the so-called ‘‘ Austro-Marxists’’? and all others who 
disagreed with his clerical-fascist policy, he was run over him- 
self. To a certain extent he indicates that he realizes this 
and is at great pains to explain why he felt it necessary to 
smash the Austrian labor unions and the Vienna Socialist 
movement. 

The explanations are historically untenable—it is always 
foolish for a deposed and defeated dictator to explain. The 
facts speak too loudly. Schuschnigg’s friends (and heroes) 
were the Pope, Engelbert Dollfuss, and Mussolini. None of 
them were able to help him—Dolifuss had been murdered, to 
the understandable satisfaction of both Left and Right in 
Austria, and Mussolini could never oppose Hitler when the 
chips were down. The Pope was for the kind of clerical- 
corporate state that Dollfuss and Schuschnigg had forced upon 
Austria by smashing the Socialists, but he too did not dare to 
stand uncompromisingly against Hitler. 

Schuschnigg reveals himself to be somewhat in the position 
of a man walking backwards, his eyes fixed longingly on the 
middle ages, who inadvertently steps into an open man-hole 
and disappears from view, his arms waving wildly. All of which 
illustrates the futility of walking backwards. 


A. J. S. 
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